28       SILVER AND SHEFFIELD PLATE
market; that Mr. Boultou began the manufacture
of silver plate about 17(56; there were about forty
other manufacturers of plate in Birmingham who
had licences* Mr, Boulton sent plate to Chester
to be assayed and marked, which occasioned delay
and uncertainty, and the goods were often damaged.
The workmen in the firearms' trade, an important
trade in Birmingham, found it more convenient
to get the ornaments ready manufactured from
London, although they could make them at lialf
the price in the country, and from the want of an
Assay Office the manufacture of buckles, a great
trade in Birmingham, was checked In this
business above 5000 workmen were employed,
The patterns had to be sent to London, and the
manufacturers considered that they would be
thus discovered, and if this inconvenience ware
removed by the establishment of an Assay Office
the manufacture of nilver plate, particularly of
buckles, would be greatly increased, He further
states that Mr, Boulton had many thousand dies,
which he could make use of in different parts of
silver manufacture, but did not, on account of the
inconvenience of assaying, and that there
many other manufacturers who would avail them-
selves of the present tools in manufacturing silver
plate, if it were not for the same inconvenience.
The establishment immediately justified its pro-
moters* contention that there was direct for it*
The Birmingham year begins in July, and on June soth,
1774, it was reported that 16,983             had
at the new office*   The
remarkably between 1777 &*xd *&*4 when the